
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 2010 Issue  

 Welcome to Get Zouingôs first issue of The 

Chinglish Times!  

This monthôs cover story is all about Chinese 

New Year and what the Spring Festival 

Celebrations mean for you! Learn about your 

Chinese Zodiac Sign and find out what is 

predicted for you in the year of the tiger! Also, 

learn all about Chinese lunar New Year 

traditions. 

This month in China in the News , we look 

what ôs behind the Google  saga and why Avatar 

was pulled  from the 2D movie theatres around 

the country, despite the fact people were  

queuing around blocks to get tickets.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Music Movies Media  we check out 

and learn songs by rock icon Cui Jian  

and pop diva Joey Yung . Find out why 

Brittany  Spears will never put on a 

concert in China  and we review the 

latest Chinese film release: Confucius .  

Our Language C orner  this month will take you 

thr ough how to talk about your classmate ôs 

new emo haircut  in Chinese, how to tell people 

to ñGet Lost ò like Bruce Lee  does in his movies 

and in theme with this Year of the Tige r issue, 

learn how to say Chinese sayings  ñlike a tiger 

eyeing his prey ò and ñto escape from the 

tiger ôs jaws! ò  
 

Editorôs Note 

Welcome to the first edition of The 

Chinglish times! Here at Get Zouing 

we are passionate about all things 

China, hence we have started this 

magazine to explain the various 

ñChina-ismsò that us westerners tend 

to find confusing and struggle with.  

As this is a new publication, we are 

very open to your ideaôs suggestions 

and help. Post on the blog and join in 

the conversations on our blog for the 

chance to appear in the ñyour 

commentsò section we plan to 

include in the next issue.  

This newsletter will only continue if 

we receive support from you! So if 

you like what you see help us out by 

subscribing and forwarding our 

newsletter on to people who you 

think could use it. Simply email us at 

thechinglishtimes@getzouing.com  

with ñSUBSCRIBEò in the subject 

line. You will be the first to receive 

the Chinglish times each month and 

be up - to -date with the latest news 

from China, festiva ls and language 

learning tools.  

See you next month! 

 

 

 

Editor 
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 eLanguage Corner  th is month reviews free 

online Podcast site from World Languages 

Podcasts , the online Tutoring service offered 

by MyChineseLearning , superdictionary 

Nciku , the online language partner service 

from Live Mocha  and how to type with 

Chinese characters on your computer .  

In China Travel  we explore the mysterious 

and  beautiful Yunnan province in southern 

China. Visit Doctor Ho and be cured by his 

famous ñhealthy tea ò. Check out th e view 

from Tiger Leaping Gorge  and discover the 

mythical Shangrila paradise near the 

Tibetian border.  

 

 
 

Chin ese Kungfu  has online tutorials that take 

you through kungfu basics, videos of the 

recent Muay Thai and Chinese kungfu square 

off , Kungfu Bunny III  and we preview  the 

Karate Kid remake  and reminisce  on kungfu 

legend Bruce Lee  and hi s classic films.   

 

Learn how to make Chinese dumplings for 

Chinese new year in this month ôs Chinese Food  

section .  

 

 

 

O Chinglish, where art Thou?

Anyone for a sucker? This straw dispenser was found by Matt Garratt on his placement in Dalian, China.  

Send us your Chinglish photos to thechinglishtimes@getzouing.com! 

Click HERE for more 

information about Get Zouing 

Internships! 

http://www.getzouing.com/about.asp?id=1
http://www.getzouing.com/about.asp?id=1
http://www.getzouing.com/about.asp?id=1


2010 Chinese New Year: What the Year of the Tiger means for You  

ᴔ ӣѫ̙(NƝ shƺ sh®nme?) By finding 

out what Chinese Zodiac animal you are , 

the Chinese believe they can understand 

a lot about you. Be aware that when 

someone politely requests your Chinese 

star sign they will find out your age at the 

same time! As there are twelve animals in 

the Chinese zodiac, tigers are born every 

twelve years. So if you were born in 

1938, ô50, ô62, ô74, ô86, or ô98 chances 

are you are a tiger!  

Check out the table 

belo w to find out what 

animal from the Chinese 

Zodiac Calendar you are !  

It is important to remember 

that the Chinese calendar is 

based on the lunar calendar, 

not our western one. Therefore 

if you were born in either 

January or February  before 

that year ôs Chine se New Y ear,  

the below table may  not be 

accurate! For  example, any one  

born in 2010 before the 14th 

of February would not be 

Tigers, as the Chinese New 

Year, has not yet arrived. 

Those born just before the 

New Year  are named   

ni ú wŊiba (Oxen tails) as th ey 

are Oxen, but not by much!  

I grew up thinking I was a rabbit (born in 

1987) but because I am a January 

birthday I later found I am in fact a 

 hƺ wŊiba !  

Contrary to common western belief, every 

twelve years when it turns to the year  of 

the animal you  were born in  usually 

means that you are i n for an unlucky year. 

That is, if you were born in the year of 

the tiger, when the year of the tiger 

comes around in February  you are likely 

to have a year of bad  luck .  

However all is not lost! This year the 

Chinese astrologers are predicting an 

average sort of year for tigers. If you are 

a tiger and find that unlucky things start  

happening to you  after February 13, try 

wearing either red underwear, red socks 

or a red belt (under your clothes).  This 

should hopefu lly protect you against 

misfortune!  

Check out what the Chinese astrologers 

predicted for you in the year of the tiger  

here .  

The Tigerôs Character  

Seeing as though the yea r of the tiger is 

almost upon us, we searched around to  

find out what the common traits of a tiger 

are.  

Chinese astrologers have found tigers in 

general are  confident and enjoy others 

listening to what they say. They do  things 

in a hurry and do not give u p until they 

succeed.  

Tigers  love an argument and tend to be 

stubborn and unwilling to accept defeat. 

They like to compete with those around 

them and tend not to admire or look up 

to anyone, believing themselves to be in 

the right and generally better th an others !   

Tigers hate being tied down by rulesé 

that is unless it was the tiger that 

implemented the rule !  Itôs very easy for 

most tigers  to over - react and become 

excited or angry over something quickly. 

This does not mean that tigers get 

excited by the latest trends or fadséin 

fact they tend to dislike what is 

fashionable altogether.  

It will often be the tiger that 

reaches 50 years of age still 

undecided about a definite career 

path . They love change and get 

itchy fe et quickly.  

Tigers talk directly and  to  the  

point , and do their best to be 

truthful.  

Female tigers tend to do think 

things through thoroughly before 

acting, and are very careful at all 

times.  

As far as relationships go Tigers 

match well with those born in the 

year of the Horse and Dog.  

Because of the tiger's strength, 

courage  and savage qualities in 

the Chinese language the tiger  is 

often used to symboli se the 

military. " Brave general" is hƺjiàng . 

Other expressions that include the tiger 

character include  "tiger's power" hƺweƛ 

and the saying ñbrave  like a tiger ò 

hƺ dŁn . For more information about 

the history and meaning behind the 

Chinese character for tiger and what it 

symboli ses click here .  

Do y ou know of any tigers? 

Do they display any of the 

mentioned characteristics? 

Let us know what you think !  

Top 
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Traditional Chinese Festivals : Spring Festival or Chinese New Year  

Chinese New Year : the most important 
day on the Chinese calendar falls on 
February 1 4th. For Valentines Day this 
year why not  take a date to China town 

and check out the various Chinese 
festivities and feast on some delicious 
Chinese food?  

New Year means different things to 
different people, but if you are a 
westerner in China during the New Year 
break , be warned that dragon dances , 

street side festivities  and fortune cookies 
are not the tradition everywhere in China 
and maybe very different compared  to  
back at home!  

1.1  Be sure to close your windows as fireworks are 

set off anywhere at anytime.  

Chinese New Year is in many ways 
similar to our Christmas. It is a day 

usually spent with close family relaxing 
and taking it easy. Elders will give 
young -un s money in a red envelope  or 

ꜛ hóngbƃo. Excited children will then 

usually use this money to purchase new 
clothes and toys  to use in the new year .  

However, hóngbƃo monies are not 
always spent by the recipient ! Parents on 
a tight budget may  confiscate thei r 
children ôs hóngbƃo money and recycle it 
to put in other family members ô 
hóngbƃos!  

If you are in China for Chinese New Year 

you may find yourself very 
inconvenienced! The Chinese 
infrastructure  is stretched to its limit 
during this time, due to the massi ve 
volume of people traveling  back to their 
hometown to be with their relatives.  

1.2  Chinese New Year Night Parade in Hong Kong  

As a result , traveling  fifteen days before 
and after Chinese New Year  should be 

avoided . , especially train travel (unless 

you donôt mind standing without a seat 
like a sardine for the entire journey).  

Upon returning to their hometown the 

Chinese tend to do eat massive feasts, 
drink copious amounts of beer and/or 
rice wine , and usually spend most of the 
holiday playing mahjong  whi le snacking 
on piles of sunflower seeds.  

1.3  The Annual Flower Festival in Guangzhou  

During this entire season you will 

constantly hear firecrackers ( ) and 

fireworks ( ) going off in the s treet. 

Traditionally, setting off firecrackers  was  
for scaring o ff any ghosts or evil spirits 
hanging around. These days , crackers 
are set off whenever there is a special 

occasion and tend to symboli se 
happiness and give a festive atmosphere . 

Fireworks are freely sold by th e side of 
the road very cheaply to anyone and 
everyone!  The sky during Chinese New 
Years Eve is an incredible site as 
busines ses and families all over the city 

set off coloured sparks  (see 1.5) .  If you 
enjoy blowing things up, fire and loud 
noise, being in a Chinese city for Chinese 
new year is a mus t  do !  

1.4  A scene from 2009 Ch ƸnwŁn: Playing a waiter at 

a Scotish Restaurant in China, comedian Xiao 

Shenyang explains to Zhao Benshan that he is 

wearing shorts (not a skirt) however as he was 

running late that day he accidentally put both legs 

through o ne side.  

Make sure you close your windows of 
your apartment or hotel room as sparks 

from fireworks set off in the street below 
can easily fly into the rooms of any 
nearby tall buildings  (see 1.1) !  

The final must that the Chinese do each  

Chinese New Year is watch the 

ֶ ChƸnji é liánhuƃn w Łnhu ì (or  

for shor t ). The se performances (starting 

from around 8:08pm) showcase national 
talent (often with international guests as 
well).  You will see Chinese superstars 
and special interest groups do every sort 

of performance  you can imagine. 
Acrobatics, dancing, singing, kungfu, and 
comedy often feature . 

The most anticipated and watched 
performance starts at around midnight  

by the in famous Z hao  Benshan  ( ) . 

His yearly entertaining comedy skit is 
watched by over a billion pe ople each 
year, who wait  up especially for his 

routine ( See 1.4).  

1.5  Midnight on Chinese New Year in a typical 
Chinese city.  

Chinese New Year can be a lonely time if 

you are a westerner  in China without a 
local family to spend it with. Apart from 
coming o utside to set off fireworks, 

everyone stays indoors and pretty much 
every shop, supermarket, bar, club and 
stall is  closed.  

Despite most of the country completely 

shutting down over the New Yearôs break, 
there are a number of incredible 
sightseeing opportu nities and festive 
celebrations around the country that can 
only be seen during this holiday . Haôer 
bin, Guangzhou and Hong Kong Spring 
Festival celebrations are famous all over 

the world.  

In one of China ôs most northern cities :  
Haôerbin , the start of the Chinese New 
Year holiday is  the start of the annual ice 
festival. Incredible ice sculptures are 
created to make an ice wonderland.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.6  One of the many buildings made completely  

from ice in Ha ôerbin.  Top Top 



In the south of China , where the weather 
is w armer, flower stands and displays 
can be found all over.  Probably the most 
famous of these is the Guangzhou Flower 

fair this year starting three days before 

Chinese New Year on the Feb 11  (See 
1.3) . 

In Hong Kong, Chinese Spring Festival is 

celebrated much like it is in China Towns 
around the world, but on a much bigger 
scale. In Tsim Sha Tsui district there is a 
massive parade starting at around 8pm 
that winds through the streets before 
finishing at the New World Centre parade 
grounds. Expect colourful floa ts, dragon 

and lion dances, and plenty of fire 
crackers (See 1.2).  

Bringing in the New Year  

New year have a number of interesting 
traditions, most of which are all about 
ensuring you have good luck in the new 
year.  

Starting from about a week before 
Sprin g Festival the Chinese extensively 
clean their apartments or houses from 
top to bottom, shop for both food and 
gifts, and start preparing food for the big 

day. On the lunar New Years Eve all 
cleaning tools are put in the cupboard as 

cleaning on New Year ôs Eve and New 
Years day is unlucky! It is said you will 
sweep or clean away the New Year ôs 
good luck.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.7 Donôt sweep away your good luck on Chinese 

New Year!  

You will also see several red posters 
stuck on the doors of almost every 

Chinese home. In th e centre of these 

posters is an upside down  fú 

character that means happiness and 

good fortune. The reason it is the wrong 
way up is because the word for ñupside 

down ò ᷆ dào sounds like the character 

for the verb ñto arrive ò. Therefore an 

upside down fu means  ⁮ҩ fú dàole 

Luck and happiness has arr ived.  Red is 
also traditionally the luckiest of all 
colours hence the red background and 
the various other red decorations that 
can be seen on New Years Day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. 8  A typical red poster hung on a Chinese door at 

New Years time.   

Many Chinese return bo rrowed money 
and settle debts before New Year ôs day 
as it is suggested that starting the New 
Year in debt will mean you finish the 

year the same way.  

If you haven ôt had a haircut yet, avoid 

the barbers until the 2 nd  day of the 2 nd 
lunar month (this year it  falls on the 17 th  

of March)  otherwise your good luck will 
be chopped off . Pack away all sharp 
objects as well otherwise your good luck 
will be cut out!  

At 12 o ôclock on New Years Eve it is 

tradition to set off fireworks and eat 
dumplings or jiaozi. Jiaozi  sounds similar 
to the ancient word for new replacing the 
old. The dumpling ôs shape also looks 
very similar to the ancient money used 
in China and so having these dumplings 

symboli ses the wealth to be had in the 

new year.  

1. 9  The shape of ancient Chinese  gold looks similar 

to the shape of dumplings (inset) .  

During New Years Eve try avoiding  all 
stories of death, ghosts and dying as this 
is very inauspicious! Opening your 
windows will let the good luck in, 
however it may also let in sparks from 

all the fir eworks so be careful with this 
one!  

Feel free to eat plenty of sweets as this 
means you will have a sweeter year.  

If you are in China this year and get 

the chance to observe some of these 

customs be sure to tell us about it! 
Are you planning anything for  
Chinese New Year? Have you seen or 
heard of any New Year Traditions 
that you would like us to explain? 
Post them here  and we will find out 
the answer for you!  

 

 

Get Zouing has a well paying 
teaching job lined up for you in 
China NOW! 

Travel around and explore the worldΩs 

most ancient civilization while you earn 

good money 

ItΩs easy!  Visit www.getzouing.com  for 

details. 

Have you subscribed to The 
Chinglish Times for free yet? 

Be the first to receive our 
magazine each month and keep 
up-to-date with everything China. 

Simply send an email to 
thechinglishtimes@getzouing.com with 
ósubscribeô as the subject line. Top 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Get-Zouing/106077316213?v=app_2373072738
http://www.getzouing.com/
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Googleôs China Complex 

At the beginning of this year there was a 

controversial statement made by Google 

that sent shockwaves around the globe. 

Google announced on their off icial blog  

that sophisticated cyber attacks, 

allegedly on some Chinese Human Rights 

Activistsô Gmail accounts meant that 

Google  has decided to ñreview the 

feasibility of (Googleôs) business 

operations in China.ò Apparently Google 

is no longer prepared to censor searches 

on google.com.cn  that block sites that 

are either pornographic or ñpolitically 

sensitiveò. 

This has attracted skepticism from both 

politicians and the public around the 

world who are concerned about  

restrictions on freedom of speech and 

information within China. After coming 

2.1  Google ôs Chinese logo  

under fire in January 2006, when Google 

first agreed to filter its search results on 

its China site, Andrew McLaughlin, senior 

policy counsel at Google admitted in a 

statement that ñremoving search results 

is inconsistent with Google's mission, 

providing no information --  or a heavily 

degraded user experience that amounts 

to no information --  is more inconsistent 

with our mission."  

Google has now declared  that it is no 

longer prepared to censor its Chinese 

site and will, if necessary, pull out of 

China completely. A few days later, 

Hillary Clinton made a speech  

announcing the US as  ñin support of a 

single internet where all of humanity has 

equal access to knowledge and ideas,ò 

naming China as a country that 

ñimpedes the flow of information on the 

internetò declaring herself an ally in 

support of Googleôs stance against China. 

US President Obama has also expressed 

concern  over the attacks and is looking 

to Beijing for answers.  

2.2  Showing support for Google ôs stance against 

censorship by laying flowers and gif ts.  

Beijing has defended its stance on the 

strict laws governing internet use in 

China, affirming them as necessary. The 

Chinese Government is calling for 

Western businesses operating within 

China to respect the local laws set in 

place to protect the peopl e. A number of 

Chinese news articles have also been 

quick to point out that information is 

censored all over the world , inclu ding 

America  where a serious oligopoly exists 

after the FCC rule changes in 2003 . 

Internet censorship is controversial in 

Australia with the Australian federal 

government again campaigning  for 

nationwide internet censorship despite 

strong arguments against this idea . 

This begs the question tha t if Google is 

so intent on its freedom of information, 

and is indeed going to ñdo no evilò as the 

company motto suggests, will it pack up 

and leave Australia, India and other 

countries over the same issue? Google is 

currently working with India to block 

objectionable material online for such 

purposes of ñmaintaining public order, 

decency, or moralityò.  It sounds very 

similar to both the Chinese and 

Australian Governmentôs argument and 

brings up all the same impossible - to -

answer questions. What is objectionable, 

decent and moral ? 

It does seem unusual for Googleôs to 

respond to being hacked as a reason to 

criticize Beijing for censoring its China 

site over three years after i ts inception. 

After all, it has not been affirmed who 

the alleged hackers were, as no one has 

been named by Google or has claimed 

responsibility for the attacks. In addition, 

Googleôs claim that ñhackers breaking 

into email accounts means that we are 

not c ensoring our search resultsò doesnôt 

really make a logical argument.  

2.3  Does Google have enough power to negotiate 

with one of the most significant governments in the 

world?  

While we are only speculating, there is a 

possibility this whole saga is based 

around Googleôs business strategy. 

Google only holds a comparatively small 

market share in China, with rival 

company Baidu taking up 60% of the 

Chinese search engine market share by 

revenue (compared to Googleôs mere 

30%).  Despite China having the largest  

number of internet users in the world, 

compared to Googleôs already huge huge 

China has been in the news a lot  this past month. In this issue we look at the Google threat to pull out of 

China, why Avatar has been pulled from China ôs 2D cinemas and a special trick learned by the white 

whales in Ha ôerbin ôs Polarland . 
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global market, China contributed only a 

few percentage points to Googleôs 2008 

$US22 billion revenue. It may simply be 

that doing business in China is failing 

and Google is thre ate ned by the 

innovative baidu.com . This may be just 

an excuse to  quick ly  and honorably  exit 

the China market.  

There is also a chance this stance is 

simply a marketing tool with Google 

attempting  to gain a favorable image in 

Europe and America for ñstanding up for 

freedom of information.ò  Their strong 

stance is  also diverting attention away 

from the fact that Google Gmail accounts 

were  hacked into and is steering the 

limelight away from any intense criticism 

and concern about the security of its 

Gmail acc ounts. Finally it may be a tactic 

to steal market share from Baidu.com by 

promoting it as an uncensored search 

engine (despite it still currently blocking 

content).  

Itôs a mixed bag of issues that could go 

anywhere! Keep an eye on China in the 

News here to  find out what happens next 

in the Google vs China saga!  

Will Google pull out of China? Is it 

ethical to operate as a censored 

search engine in China?  Let us know 

your thoughts on the Great Firewall 

of China (or the Great Firewall Reef 

in Australia) here !  

 

Blowing Love Bubbles for 

Valentineôs New Year 

The incredible ice sculptures are not 

the only things to be seen in Ha ôerbin: 

the capital city of Heilongjiang 

pro vince in the very north of China. 

Trainers at the capital ôs Polarland have 

taught white whales how to blow 

different shaped bubbles.  

Pandoraôs Planet Banned 

Avatar has been the latest sensation to 

hit movie screens around the world. 

Already overtaking Tita nic with box office 

sales breaking, Avatar is still selling out 

theaters despite being released for over 

a month. But despite huge demand to 

see Avatar in cinemas in China, it was 

forcibly removed from 2D screens 

around the country on the 27 th  of 

January.  

While Avatar fans in larger Chinese cities 

can still catch this film on 3D screens 

until é, the majority of Chinese citizens 

will miss out on catching Avatar on the 

big screen because of the ban on the 2D 

version of the flick.  

It is believed that the ban comes in 

response to the large number of Chinese 

who made a connection with the Naôvi 

people on the planet Pandora and the 

inner city dwellers living in old fashioned 

homes who are forcibly removed to 

make way for commercial high - rises 

needed to fuel China ôs economy. 

The Chinese Government is known for 
using blogs to gauge public opinion on 

different topics. Bloggers across the 
nation expressed concern about their 
own similar experiences to the Naôvi 
people, including popular blogger Han 
Han who suggested ñFor audiences in 
other countries,  such  brutal  eviction  is  

 

something    outside   their  imagining.  It  
could only take place on another planet 
or in China."  

Iôm not sure Han Han is one hundred per 

cent correct, as most western audiences 

drew the conc lusion that the Naôvi 

evictions were linked to  the plight of the 

indigenous people in countries ñsettledò 

by the British Empire that includes the 

Native Americans in the US, and the 

Aboriginal people in Australia.  

The Ministry of Culture claimed the ban 

was in place to give local films like 

Confucius a better chance, and to 

protect the local film industry. With 

Avatar earning over $US40 million in its 

first eight days of release in China, it is 

likely  th at  authorities were concerned  

domestic  movie ticket s ales would suffer  

if Avatar was kept on the big screen .  

At present China allows only 20 foreign 

films to be shown in its theatres each 

year . 

It is unlikely, however, that the ban on 

Avatar will stop locals from watching the 

movie, as pirated DVD copies h ave 

reportedly already hit Chinese streets.  

  

2.4  Avatar ôs Chinese  Movie Poster  
Top 
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Learn Chinese through Music 

and Film 

One of the best ways to learn Chinese is 
by learning songs and watching movies.  

Think back  to when you were in kinder -
gar den and the shows you watched on 
television  when you were young. You will 
no doubt have a lot of childhood 
memories of songs you learned like  
ñIncy -wincy spider ò. Music helps you 

memorise the lyrics and is an important 

part of developing increasing your 
vocabulary when you are young.  

As a second lang uage learner, therefore, 
learning lyrics to songs is a great way to 
learn new vocabulary and grammar. Next 
time you are having trouble 
remembering a Chinese phrase, try 
making up a tune and see if it helps! It 
probably will.  

Karaoke  or KTV is a lso a  very i mportant 
part of Chinese culture! While westerners  

tend to go out drinking in a bar or club, 

the Chinese prefer to drink overpriced 
beers and alcho -pops in closed off booths 
taking it in turns to sing! If you don ôt 
know any Chinese songs, you will feel 
eit her out of place, bored or end up 

being pushed up to  sing one of the 
cheesy Backstreet Boys or Westlife songs 
on the song menu (as the western music 
selection is not exactly extensive!) 
Learning a few Chinese songs before you 
go to live in China is a must!  

Movies are another great way to  learn 

new grammar and vocab without needing 
to try too hard!  Watching films  gives you 

a great chance to hear  how native 
speakers say common phrases and 
express themselves.  

When learning Chinese as a second 
language you may find that the sentence  
you say in Chinese  is grammatically 

correct, however it sounds really odd. 

For example, we would not say ñAre you 
well today? ò in English even though 
grammatically itôs fine. Itôs only by 
hanging around and listening to 

conversations  that you find the correct 
way to express this sentence is ñHow are 
you today? ò or ñAre you feeling better? ò 

So next time you are get told off for 
sitting in front  of the TV or listening to 
music too loudly a) make sure itôs a 
Chinese film or music  and b) tell your 
upset parent that you are not being lazy, 
you are subconsciously  learning Chinese 

through the scientifically proven 
Primsle ur method. You ôll probably either 
be left alone, or get a clip over the ear!  

A Chinese male and female music artist 
will be  reviewed in this section each 
month. W e will provide a translation of 
their lyrics so you choose a song to learn 
each month and improve your Chinese!  
We will also review past and present 

movies both here and in the Kungfu 
section for your viewing pleasure !  

Rock and Roll Godfather: Cui Jian 

3.1 Cui Jian performing ñWild Horses ò on stage with 

Mick Jagger .  

Cui Jian or Ṍ holds a special place in 

the hearts of China ôs baby boomers and 
Generation X. But an unofficial  ban on 
his music in place until 2003  due to the 
sometimes politically sensitive content in 

his lyrics,  mean s that most youth in 
China have no idea who he is.  

By  combin ing  Rock and Roll with 
traditional Chinese instruments , Cui Jian 
created  a unique and original vibe. His 
catchy tunes and lyrics fil led with 
meaning meant that Cui Jian quickly rose 
to stardom and became both a 

household name and spokesman for the 
youth of the ó80s.  

His most famous song У  or Yƛ 

w¼ suƮ yƮu can still be found in almost 

every music store in China and is in 
every KTV bar. A live version of this song 
can be viewed here , and lyrics are her e. 

Cui Jian opened for Deep Purple  in 2004 , 
the Rolling Stones  in 2006 (see 3.1) on 
their China tours, and has also 
performed with rappers Public Enemy  in 
2007 . Cui Jian performed at a number of 

dates around China  in 2009, and plans 
more shows in 2010.  

For more about Cuijian and his latest 
tour dates, lyrics and songs check out his 

official website  and see biography  by  
American rock critic Ron Gluckman .  

Female Pop Queen: Joey Yung 

Joey Yung ( ἳ R·ng Zƺ'®r) recently 

won China ôs best Female artist award for 
the sixth time in a row at the 9 th  annual 
Global Chinese Music Awards held last 

November.   

Since her now double -platinum debut 
album hit the charts in 1999, J oey has 

become a Chinese pop sensation, and a 
household name all over the country.  

In 2000, Joey ôs fame quickly spread 
around Asia after she starred in her first  

film  'Winner Takes All ' (  Dà yíng 

jiƃ) a comedy m ade especially for 
Chinese New Year .  

 

In this episode of Movies Music Media we check out Cui Jian, the roc k and roll legend known as the Bruce Springsteen 

of  China  and  Joey Yung, China ôs Hong Kong superstar who is currently one of the bi ggest names in the Chinese Pop. 

We also explain how sitting on the couch listening to music and watching movies can help your  Chinese, the Chinese 

Ministry  of Culture ôs recently passed law that threaten any ñfakeò performers  and the latest movie to hit Chinese 

cinemas : Chow Yun -Fat in Confucius.   
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As she is from Hong Kong origionally, 

Yung has released albums in both her 
native dialect Cantonese, as well as in 
Mandarin.  

In 2005 Joeyôs worldwide record sales 
had already surpassed 5 million. Yung 
was also selected as Hong Kong's 

ambassador for the "30 Hour Famine", 

which is organized by the World Vision. 
In 2007 she visited Kenya and shared 
many of her thoughts about this trip on 
her blog and on radio interviews.  

Yung also sang sever al official songs for 
the Beijing Olympics 2008. Her world 
tour began shortly afterwards , with 

shows in Malaysia, Canada, USA, 
mainland China, Singapore, and Macau.  

Currently the holder of 11 platnium 
albums and 6 double platnium albums, 
and the receiver o f countless Asian music 

awards, Joey is sure to be around for 

many years to come.  

Her latest album release is ñVery Busyò 

or  and her latest single ñIs this 

love?ò or ñ ? Zhè jiùshì aì 

ma?ò can be viewed here . One of Joey ôs 

other more recent and Number one hits 

is ñIn Search of the Deities  or   or 

SƬu Shén  Jì (sang in Cantonese) . 

 

3.2  Joey Yung posing for her CD cover óBi-Heart ô 

Cracking Down on ñFakeò Musos 

Donôt expect Brittany Spears in  China 
anytime soon. In a surprising 
announcement from the Chinese Ministry 
of Culture, performers who lip -sync or 
fake playing their instruments can be hit 

with a hefty fine and risk loosing their 
performing licenses.  

The new law was introduced after 
Chinese citizens expressed outrage at 
the fact that at the Beijing opening 
ceremony child star Lin Miaoke  was 
miming over the voice of another nine 
year old, who had been judged not 
pretty enough to sing on the world stage.  

3.3  Lin Miaoke  (left) mimed over t he voice of Yang 

Peiyi  (bottom right)  

Officials overseeing the ceremony said 
the decision was made in ñnational 
interest. ò  

Movie star Zhang Ziyi (House of Flying 
Daggers, Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon) 

was caught out acting through a song  on 

stage at last  year ôs ChƸnwŁn and 

attracted heavy criticism . 

With one Chinese singer admitting less 
that 20% of singers actually singing 

when performing live, the Ministry of 
Culture have made  all lip -syncing and 
pretend instrument playin g illegal  saying  
ñPeople who perform for profit should not 
cheat audiences with fake singing or by 
pretending to play instruments.ò 

 

Movie Review: Confucius 

Chinese Cinemas started showing 
Confucius last month starring  Chow Y un -

Fat ZhƬu R½nfƃ (Crouching Tiger 

Hidden Dragon, Curse of the Golden 
Flower, Pirates of the Caribbean : at the 
World ôs End) . 

Director Hu Mei is well known for her 
epic historical TV dramas, however she 
may have fallen flat by taking on 
Confuciusô biography. 

It  was a pretty brave thing to do in the 
first place, considering that historical 
records donôt really contain much scandal 

or drama to make up a good plot. In 
addition, it is a rather difficult thing to 
show a film about somebody well known  
for their though ts.  

Hu has tried to add in both a love 
interest and intense battle scenes to 
Confuciusô bio, however both of these 
elements seemed to fall flat, with  the 
love seduction part taking away from 

Confuciusô solemn and detached  
character and the war scenes hum bled 
by Red Cliff and Mulan before it.  

Unfortunately Confucius only deserves at 
most two stars out of five. Trailer

3.4  Confucius Movie Poster  
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This month in Language Corner we tackle Chinese etiquette: how to be polite in China, a must know guide for foreigners. In 

addition we learn useful words for talking about someone behind their back in our dialogue That Hair-do. We also check 

out some Chinese sayings that include this yearΩs zodiac animal: the tiger, and learn how to say άpiss offέ Bruce Lee style! 

We only teach you what is high frequency and really necessary in Language Corner! 

How to be polite in China 

4.1  Chinese manners differ a lot from our Western 

etiquette   

Chinese manners can be hard to get your 

head around. Did you know saying 

thank -you at different times is 

considered rude? That accepting 

someoneôs invitation to eat could be 

inappropriate? Often no means yes, and 

you should sometimes say no even  when 

you want to accept?  

You will find that most Chinese people 

rarely say thank -you unless it is to 

people who are either strangers or 

acquaintances (not around friends and 

family). In addi tion, the standard 

response to thank -you is а  búkèqi :  

quite  lit erally ñdonôt be so polite!ò  

But this doesnôt mean that the Chinese 

donôt acknowledge hard work or express 

gratitude. Rather than saying ñthank-

youò they will instead make a 

compliment or ñgive face.ò For example, 

rather than saying ñthank-you for 

cookin g lunchò as we tend to say in the 

west instead we may say ñthe lunch you 

prepared was deliciousò or something to 

that effect. Another example: instead of 

thanking your Chinese friend for coming 

over and taking you to the hospital when 

you were sick you may  mutter ñcoming 

all this way to help me out was a really 

kind thing to do. Iôm so sorry to trouble 

you,ò etc. 

If you say óthank you ô too often your 

Chinese friend may mistakenly  believe 

you donôt regard them as a friend and 

are being overly polite!  

When yo u are around Chinese friends, it 

is very important to offer them a bit of 

what you are having, even if you donôt 

really want to. Donôt worry about them 

saying ñyesò as typically the polite 

Chinese person will decline  when asked 

the first time , even if they  really want 

some (although this may not be the case 

with many children who were brought up 

with the one child policy! Many of these 

kids are used to getting everything they 

want, being spoiled and thinking only 

about themselves! )  

So that brings us to the next etiquette  

point: reject the first offer ! As above, 

you may be only being offered something 

out of politeness . Decline first, and if it is 

genuine they will ask again.  

When sharing food  in a restaurant , keep 

to your side of the plate. When you go to 

a restaurant with friends, it is common to 

share the dishes you order, so everyone 

gets a taste of everything. This being the 

case, keep to your half (or third) of the 

plate , and don ôt go picking out the tasty 

meaty bits from your friends side! Avoid  

mix ing  up the food  with chopsticks after 

they have been in your mouth éits very 

unhygienic  and dirty !  

Another point to remember is not to 

leave your chopsticks sticking up in your 

rice bowl! The Chinese believe this is 

inauspicious as it looks a lot like the 

inc ense  sticks used at  funerals.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

4.2  Leaving Chopsticks stuck in your rice is a no -no . 

If you are invited over for dinner  

somewhere don ôt go empty handed! 

While this is common etiquette  in 

Western culture as well, the Chinese 

usually give gifts of frui t, chocolate or 

presents for young children and don ôt 

expect the gift to be shared during the 

meal.  

Chances are the host will say that they 

donôt want the gift when you hand it to 

them, but this is again politeness! They 

were probably expecting something  and 

are secretly glad you went to the effort 

to bring something.  Insist once or twice 

and they will take it off your hands.  

Bringing food or drink to share gives off 

a bad message to the host. It  tells them 

that you  believe them to be unable to 

provide eno ugh food or drink for the 

meal! A nice bottle of wine or spirits is 

fine, just don ôt take your own soft drink  

or beer!  
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Dialogue: Commenting on a Haircut  

Learning a second language is all about 

convenience. Itôs convenient to know 

what to say in order to get that $ 7 

ñRolexò watch bargained down to $3. Itôs 

also convenient when you can talk about 

the non -Chinese speaking community 

without them noticing. Hence we present:  

э / Nèige f àsh ì/That Hair - do  

A:  ˻ э Ȃᴔ

ѫ ̙ 

W¯i! Ku¨i k¨n n¨ge gƉt¯ de f¨sh³. NƝ 

kàn z Ƌnme yàng?  

Hey! Check out that gothôs hair style. 

What do you think?  

B:  ̆ аҩ

Ȃ 

Aƛyƃ, wƮ zhƉn sh òub ùliŁo nàzh òng 

zhƉzhe y Łnjing de t óux íng.  

Wow, I really canôt stand that 

ñhanging in your eyesò hair do. 

A:  ̆ᴔ э

ӹ У ̙ 

Ò, n Ɲ ju éde y òubian de n èige ƃôfƉi 

tóux íng b Ɲ tƃ hŁo yƛdiŁn ma?  

Whoa! Do you reckon the punk to 

your rightôs hair cut is any better? 

B:  а У Ȃӹ ẹУ

Ὠ ˻ ҩ˻ 

Chàbudu Ƭ yƛ yàng g Łoxiào. T ƃ de 

tóux íng xi àng y ƛzhƛ dàgƬngj ƛ! T ài 

kƋxi ào le!  

Pretty much as silly as  the gothôs. His 

haircut looks a lot like a huge rooster! 

So ridiculous!  

A:  ҩ̆ᴔӭ Э Ḁ ⁮ Ben

ҩ ̙ 

Duìle, n Ɲ jƛnti ƃn shàngk è desh íhou 

kàndào Ben de x ƛn fàshìle ma?  

By the way, did you see Benôs new 

hair cut today in class?  

B:  ⁮ҩȂ Ȃӹ ұ ҩӹ

Ȃ 

Kàndào  le. T Ɲng h Ło de. T ƃ zhƬngy ú 

gŁile t ƃ de t óuku ƛ fàx íng.  

I saw it. Quite good! He finally got 

rid of his bowl cut.  

Tiger Talk ï Chinese Sayings  

The Chinese often use expressions of 

usually around four characters to express 

different scenarios  or feelings. I f you use 

these  expressions or  bƝyù you will 

be admired for your wisdom and 

extensive knowledge! We will look at a 

different Chinese saying or expression 

here each week.  

б  or yƺ hƺ m óu p í means to 

negotiate with a tiger for the  fur on their 

back. Obv iously a dangerous thing to do, 

we can use this to express a pointless 

negotiation, for example if your mate 

tells you he plans to try and convince  the 

boyfriend of a girl he likes  to give her up , 

or ask a chocoholic to share their 

chocolate bar, you can  warn ñ б

!ò  

 or h ƺ sh ì dƃn dƃn means to 

look greedily and menacingly at 

something like a tiger eye ôs it ôs prey.  

Every morning my cat looks at the left 

over milk in my cereal bowl . 

Another example may be  ӝ

ת̆ ӹἳ ԏ ӹ ӊ

ҩȂ(Although the old  man 

is still alive, his grandkids are already 

greedily eyeing off his estate .)  

Nice & Naughty:   

The word  gƺn literally means to roll 

or tumble around in a circular way. 

Therefore shouting gƺnkƃi  literally 

means ñroll away (out of my sight)ò. It is 

offensive due to the degrading way in 

which it is used (being asked to roll away 

on the floor is obviously quite a bit ruder 

than being told to leave).   by itself is 

even stronger than  but both words 

can be used in the same way . 

Asking someone politely  to move out of 

the way ( УЮ/qƛng rŁng yƛ xi¨/ 

move out of the way  please ) should 

obviously be used a couple of times 

before you start demanding people to roll 

away (or piss off as it is often translated). 

You could perhaps say this word if you 

are consta ntly being bothered by 

someone who you have asked to leave 

already (like those pesky Mao Watch 

Sellers or DVD salesmen that follow you 

around no matter what you seem to say).  

 can also be used when someone 

makes a rude, insulting or unbelievable 

remark i n your direction (the equivalent 

of ñget out of it!ò or ñrubbish !ò in English). 

 Bruce Lee (   LƝ XiŁo-Lóng ) often 

used  in his movies before flying into a 

screaming whirlwind of flying kicks and 

fists! Click on the links to see Lee using 

 in his first feature film The Big Boss  

( Ἰ T§ng shƃn d¨ xiƬng) and in 

his follow up feature Fists of Fury  (

 Jƛng wƺ m®n) Fast forward to ab out 

17:00 in the last  video to hear Leeôs 

challeng e ñthis is none of your business, 

roll on out of here now!!ò  

When confronted by a band of hooligans 

in the above clips, Lee says ñ zƮu 

leave  or go! аὯᴔ Ү zh¯ b½ guƃn 

nƝ de sh³/ this is none of your busi ness!
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It is incredible how many free and useful learning tools there are on the internet that can help you 

master the Chinese language. This week we look at the free Chinese podcasts available from 

World Languages Po dcasting, review My Chinese Learningôs teaching online tutoring services, and 

introduce the online English to Chinese super -dictionary Nciku. We have also explore how to get 

the most out of the free online language buddy program Live Mocca, and show you ho w to type in 

Chinese on your computer! If you have any online language learning tools you use and 

recommend, let us know here .  

Free online Podcasts: World 

Languages Podcasting 

World Languages Podcasting provides free 

podcasts for those learning Chinese, English 

and some other languages.  

These Podcasts are created by Steven  and Ci-

Ci who moved to Australia in the 1980 ôs.  

This  is a fantastic Australian site for advanced 

Chinese speakers who want to hear native 

Chinese speak about current and regularly 

heard topics.  

Podcasts discuss different aspects of Australian 

life and culture. You can download the entire 

lessons for free (around 20mins long) and 

learn about  different aspects of  Australian life 

while getting used to hearing different native 

Chinese speakers talk in Mandarin .  

Buy the lesson transcripts for a low cost if you 

want to review words or sentences  that you 

didnôt understand  the first time around. Both 

the recording and tra nscripts are great things 

to bring to any Chinese tutoring or language 

partner  sessions you may have, as they will be 

able to he lp you understand any parts you 

missed . 

Listen and download b oth podcasts and 

transcripts here . 

 

 

MyChineseLearning.com: Low cost and Convenient 

Language Tutoring 

MyChineseLearning.com  makes Chinese tutoring inexpensive and 

convenient. If you are a student, work full time or a generally busy 

lifestyle, it can be difficult fitting in Chinese lessons. If the hours you have 

fo r tutoring don ôt fit into regular business hours you may want to consider 

an online Chinese course.  

MyChineseLearning  classes are on Skype, a free program that can be used 

to make video calls overseas. The Chinese teachers are all qualified and 

can guide you through examples and grammar by webcam. Teachers use 

both a blackboard and scanned pages from a textbook each lesson.  

I found  the tutors to be quite helpful, pleasant  and went out of their  way 

to give you extra information about different words and their usage.  

Sign up for a free lesson on the MyChineseLearning  homepage. The best 

way to get in touch with the teachers is through Skype. Make sure you 

have a working microphone and earphones and add MyChineseLearning  as 

a contact. Someone will run you through a Chinese skills test to gauge 

your level, then arrange for you r trial lesson usually within 24 hours.  

MyChineseLearning  is a well run service that should be taken advantage of 

by the serious Mandarin learner. Be sure to tell them that you found out 

abou t their site by Get Zouing to receive a free ebook on China and a 

special discounted rate ($US7 -11 per 50 minute class).  
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Find how to get your computer to 
read and write Chinese characters!  

 
Have you got Chinese character reading 
and writing softwar e on your computer? 

Using your computer to type characters 
is essential if you want to make use of 
the Language Corner tools we 

recommend!  
 
Pinyin Joeôs Tech help has very 

thorough and clear instructions on how 
to download or change your computer 
settings  to use Chinese characters.  

 
www.pinyinjoe.com   

 

Live Mocha: Find Online Language PartnerséWhen it Suits You  
 

What is the best way to learn a second language? Ask anyone and you 

will find that most people suggest h anging out and making friends with 

people who speak the very language you are trying to learn.  

 

Universities usually have language partner programs available. But 

what happens when you canôt seem to find time when you are both free 

(or something always se ems to come up during language -buddy hour)? 

How about when you rock up to language -exchange sessions excited 

about speaking some Chinese but just seem to spend the whole time 

helping your buddy practice their English? (Weôve all been there!!) 

 

Live Mocha s eems to solve all these problems. After you sign up (for 

free) browse the various online speaking/reading/writing tasks. Search 

for a bit and you are sure to find one that fits in with something you 

studied recently (otherwise you can create a new challeng e). Submit 

either writing tasks or voice recordings of yourself reading a passage 

and a Chinese native speaker will usually have reviewed and written a 

helpful comment within a few minutes.  

  

Set your profile to ñlooking to practiceò and before long you will have a 

number of native Chinese speakers requesting to chat with you. If you 

are there to practice your Chinese type in characters only. This way, if 

the native speaker starts off hoping to speak to you in English they will 

usually give in and start tal king with you in Chinese before long. If 

notétalk to someone else! There are usually plenty to choose from, and 

most are usually just happy to meet a foreign friend. Come armed with 

an msn address that you donôt really care about (or make one 

especially) s o that if you are asked (like most seem to do) you can give 

it away without too many concerns. Remember to save a copy of the 

conversation for future reference.  

 

If you are a beginner you can use the online chat tool to talk with the 

Chinese in English. We  suggest you steer the conversation towards 

various aspects of China and Chinese culture. I like to enquire about 

places they have traveled to and recommend, what Chinese dishes they 

believe are must tries, and what they are doing/did for the most recent 

festival. These pieces of info can come in very handy on your next 

China trip! Every now and then ask how to say a few phrases in 

Chinese so that you have something to practice for next time.  

 

Live Mocha is a very  useful site that allows you to make contact s, 

friends and improve your language skills all at the same time!  

 

www.livemocha.com    

 

nciku.com : The Ultimate Online 

Chinese Dictionary  
 

Nciku: the free online Chinese dicti onary 

with some incredible features. Here at the 

Chinglish Times we understand how 

difficult it can be to learn 

Chineseéhowever using this tool makes 

life so much easier!  
 

What do you do when you see a character 

you donôt recognise? If you donôt know 

the pƛnyƛn you could be stuck for 

hours looking up some pesky character, 

especially if you donôt have a dictionary 

that lists charters by radical. Nciku solves 

this problem by giving you the option to 

search by radical, and also use the mouse 

to draw charact ers into the search bar 

with their ñfast handwriting recognitionò 

tool!  
 

At Nciku there are also heaps of online 

discussions to take part in about all 

things China, and you can hear as well as 

see the words you are studying. Keep 

track of the words you ha ve studied, use 

flash cards, and create conversation 

banks. These and many other invaluable 

tools can be used by anyoneé for free!! 

We like it for the dictionary ourselves, 

however be sure to check out the many 

other features as well.  
 

                                    www.nciku.com  
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